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Cosmaander, Naval Aviation Safety Coster
Commander Flest Alr, Vestern Pasifie

Letter of Tramemittal

(1) oviginal copy of HA(L)-) AAR serial 7-68A conserning
UE-18 BUNO 63-8472 secident cccwxwing 29 Detober 1967,
piloe [N nt

1. Emelosure (1) vas isadverteatly mailed divéct to this command and Lo
forwarded for veview by the spprepriate chain of cesmand.

¢.
8y




3750
3340

SPECTAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE 2 MAY 1368
WITH OPNAVINST 3750,6 SERIES

FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on HA(L)-3 AAR ser T=G8A concerning UHIB BuNo 63=B6T2
accident occurring 29 Oct 1967, pilot

From: Commander Naval Air Force, U, S. Pacific Fleet
To: Commander, U. 5. Naval Aviation Safety Center

Subj: HA(L)=3 AAR ser T7=68A
Ref: (b) OPNAVINST 3750.6F

1, Forwarded, concurring with the conclusions and recommendations of
the Adrcraft Accident Board, as modified by the remarks contained in
subsequent endorsements,

2, As discussed in the first endorsement, the recommendations of the
accident board were implemented at the local level and external
assistance is not required.

3, The comments in the fourth endorsement pertinent to personnel re=
quirements for test flights are supported, However, with due conside
eration for the environment, it may have been desirable to embark two
gunners.

L. The apecial handling notation required by reference (b) is not
marked on the first and second endorsements,

5. The attention of the Commanding Officer, Helicopter Attack (1ight)
Squadron THREE is invited to the time requirements for submitting AARsS
as set forth in reference (b).

B; d.‘:ﬂction

Copy to:
HAVAIRSYSCOMHQ
COMNAVFORY
COMPAIRWESTPAC
COMRIVPATFOR
HAVPLANTREPO BELL
USABAAR

cO HA(L)=3




@ e
OR‘G\N AL 2330 019/ 974

20 April 1968
SPLCIAL FANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCGRDANCE WITH OPMAVINST 37506 SERIES

FOURTH ENDCRSEMENT on HA(L)-3, acci 1 7~b€A, concerning UH-1B,
BUNO 63-8672, of 29 OCT 1967, pilot

From: Commander Fleet Air, Western Pacific
Tos Commander, Naval Aviation Sarety Center
Via: Commander daval Air Force, U. 5. Pacific Fleet

Subj: A (L)=3 AAR T-68A
fef:  (a) NAVAIRINST L700.2

1., Forwarded, concurring with the conclusions and recommendatlors
of tre hircraft Accident Board and the remarks contained in subseguent
endorsements with the following additional comment:

a. The purpose of this test flight, as stated in Part V, was tu
determine if the pronounced vertical vibration emanating from the main
rotor system had been eliminated by the replacemeit of the lever
assembly on the main rotor. The flight crew consisted of one pllot,
a maintenance trouble shooter, and two gunners, HReference (a) states
that test flights shall be conducted with the minimum crew necessary
to ensurc operational readiness. The gunners, therefore, were not

ary cr bers on this particular flight. Fortunately no cne

was injured,
Al

H. P. LANHAM

Copy to:
COMNAVAVNSAFECEN (2)
COMNAVA IRSYSCOM
NAVPLANTREPO, BELL
USABAAR

CO HA(L)-3

COMNAVF CRV
COMRIVPATF(R




THIKD E:D(RSEMENT on HA(L)-) AAR Serial 7-66A concerning UH-1B BUNO
63-8672, of 29 oot 1967, pilo

From: Commander U. S, Haval Porces, Vietnam

Tot Commander, Naval Aviaticn Safety Center

vis: (1) Commander Flest Alm, Lestern hacific
(2) Commander Heval Air Forces, Facific
UA(L)=3 AAR Serisl 7-68A

Cemmander L. &. Haval Forces, Victaam concurs in tie conclusicne of
scoident board, indiecated in subject investigation.

2, The original report was inadvertently forwarded direct to Commander,
mval Aviation Safety Center rather than through the appropriate channels.

W. H. BOUSE
Deputy

Copy to:

BAVAVISFECEN (AAB; (2)
'/,..v.msr:‘co“ (ALLLOL)

ELBES (AAR)

& \WELANT BEIO LRLL

LEABAAR

CO: b VE A TFUR

0 HA(L)=3
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Part ¥ = The Accident

The sircraft 63-8672 had been placed in & "down" status on 28 Oct 1967

80 that corrective maintenance could be made on & pronounced 1il wvertical
vibtrotion sminating from the main rotor system, During the morning and early
afternoon of 29 Dotober 1967, maintepance personnel replaced the laver nsgenbly
on the main rotor. Upon complation of this work a test flight was required
to determine if the ®downing" discrepancy had been eliminated.

At approximately 1i00H, 29 October, ool toe detachment maintenance
officer arrived at the aircraft and began his pre-flight of the aircraft.
Be inspected the recently installed lever assenbly very thoroughly. No
discrepancies were noted other than those which had previously besen entared
on the sireraft's discrepancy card, andmose of these listed discrepancies
was considered to be unsafe for flight.,

After completing the pre-flight, LTJG“ maintena

AMTL CA"OZZIj and the two gumners, ADJ3 and AMT3

the sircraft, Start and run-up were normal, Take-off was & s BSoom

after take-off it was apparent that the replacement of the lever assesbly
main rotor head had not corrected the vertical 1:1 vitration. 11JC
then conducted several other tests on the alreraft, attempting to

determine what further maintemance oould be accomplished om the aircraft

to eliminate this discrepancy.

At the completion of thase tests, LTJCHMsade the spproach to rummy %
and arrived in a hover adjacent to the revettsd parking pad located on the
north side of the rumvay. 174G [llfturned aircrart 180° to the right
while hovering over the rummy and {r.taxied into the revetment on

the north side of the rumay, LTJC was making a final adjustment

to heading prior to landing the aircraft from a two (2) foot hover when the
tail rotor separated from the airoraft, The aircraft {mmediatsly began &
rapid and uncontrolabls clockwise rotatiom. After approximately 90° of turn,
prJc [l initiated corrective action by lowering the collective and
simultanscusly closing the throttls. The aireraft landed hard and continued
to rotate approximately 70°. During the last 709 of rotation, the underside
of the tail boom was damaged when it came in contact with the top of the
ravetmant,

The duration of ths flight was 15 minutes. |]

Mﬂ-wtothalircﬂﬁ’.

Alreraft dsmags has been classified as CHARLIE. The tail rotor sspsrated
mtumnamwumwmrmdmcamunmmm
After contact with the main rotor blades, parts of the tail-
damaging it and the
The aircraft began

section of the tailrotor drive shaft had been damaged,

to fail. m#mmmmmm
approximately of rotation,
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HA(L)=3 Adid =681

seatcent. of 1150 NI

Statement of AKSL L. de CaPozel
Statoment of A3
Stutement of ARI3
Statument of Aud3
Statement of SP=

Statement of AKS

|
statenent of . [N

Estimate of cost to repair aireraflt

Diagram of revetnent and alreraft position
Photographs (PLATLS 1 = 5)
Medical Officer's report -







Statement of David J, CAPOZZI, AMS1, Maintensmce Troubls Shooter in UB-1B,
63-86T2, which lost its tail rotor 29 October 1967

Myselr, v, (SN EENWESNEN an: (DI cot in aircrart 63-8572 for
a maintenance test for vibrations., I was in the copilots seat, We flew
for approximately 10 mimutes to check vibration and it was still thare,
se we went over to the sod area to check trans mount dampners, We them
came around the pattern to land it in our spot. Uhen we were just about
lined up in our spot the nose of the aircralt swerved sharply to the right
and the pilot set it down hard., I didn't recognise any loud noise or amy-
thing strange until it swerved sharply to the right, Right after we landed,
I found out that tbhe aircraft bad lost its tall rotar.

D. J. CAPOZZI
AMS=1 usN

Considered s credible witness

SPECIAL IMNDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPHAVINST 3750.6 SERIES

ENCLOSURE (2) HA(L)=3 AAR 7-68a



































































’

* MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT OF
OFMAY FORM 37B0-8F (WEV. 3-83)
BICTION O

LIST AND CODE IN
WMESCUE FHASE

i i . : "
EQUIFMENT DESCRIPTION | e REMARKS
INCLUDING SFECIFIC MODIFICATION |\ wer) prajLen)  (aplaln faflurs, low, and/or difficulny sncmwn-
MODEL DESIGNATION teved. Use sditbonal e 10Vy plain paper If meeded.)

NONE IES
NONE 1B
HONE IEs

MARRATIVE OF ESCAPL/EGRESS, SURVIVAL AND BESCUE PHASIS

ocourred while in a hover above

runvay at Vink Long, Demage to the aireraft was not of the or
the crew's exiting and there were mo injuries mtdudhxd.umphndth
m"
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BEAT USED
v D oTHER
& or aix EaT T UVER OF AJC AT ERIT

r [ cown [] rorwano D arr [ omrmn )
T8, ALTITUDE AT TIME OF EXIT TPRETH E 17, ALTITUDE OF PARACHUTE OFENING

Asove e LEvEL P e L oL, A— HA
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E e Se— THA s
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{1f Yas, Explatn reassn and sguence up b rescue)

FEwo [ves

SECTION ) TRAINING FACTORS
T. DATE OF LAST TRADUNS
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NNNNSC lia SCA265LA 452
OTTUZYUN RUMFCMUZ37A 303880@-UUUU-=-RUCILSA.
ZMR UULUU ZOV RUMF 134

W DOKRAGASVV  HVDEB25
00 RUENAAA RUEDBHB RUCILSA RUWJMUA RUWJABA RUCLPEA
DE RUMNVHH 978 3038718 .
R ULUUY
gﬂugvmz gcr s;m
HELATKLTRON THREE
10 RUENAAA /CNO 5"525/67
RUCILSA/NAVAVSAFECEN WORFOLK Va
RUEDBHE /NAVAIRSYSCOM VASH D.C.
INFO RUMSBB/CTF ONE OME SIX

RUMSBE /COMNAVFORV .
RUMSBE /USARV (SAFETY SECTION) SAIGON fuﬁ,ﬁd/,[‘/ff
RUMFKE /COMFAIRVESTPAC DET SAIGON
RUAUDA /COMFAIRWESTPAC ﬁﬂ
RUWJMUR /COMNAVAIRPAC
ZEN2/NAVPLANTREPO BELL ,FT WORTH TEX .
RUEDBHE /CHNAVMAT
RUWJAER/DAS NORTON AFB CALIF
ggnmmp USABAAR (FT RUCKER ALA)
UNCLAS FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY
PREL IMINARY /SUPPLEMENTARY MESSAGE REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT.
f. OPNAVINST 3758.6F
lo 29 OCT 1967 1448H DAY
2, UH=16, 63=8672 HELATKLTRON THREE .
-3 DET 3 LINE, VINH LOKS AIRFIELD, RVN
LTJG, USNR, CATIVE, G
HE REMAINING THREE CREW MEMBES WERE UNTNJURED.
6. [CHARLIE,.) TAIL ROTOR AND TAIL FOTOR GEAR EUX SEPARATED FROM
AIRCRAF USING DAMAGE TO TAIL PYLOW, MAIN ROTOR BLADES, AND
HORTZONTAL STABILIZER. TAIL BOOM DAMAGED BY STRIKING REVETMENT,
LANDING SKIDS AND SUPPORTING MEMBERS DAMAGED BY HARD LAKDING .
7. TEST FLIGKT (IL) 8.3 FLT TIME.
8, SUSPECT TAIL ROTOR FAILURE WHILE EFFECTING LAMDIN FROM TwO
(2) FOOT HOVER, LANDING WAS BEING MADE VITHIN THE AIRCRAFT'S
NORMAL REVETITED LANDING PAD.
9, SUSPECTE TAIL ROTOR FAILURE DURING LANDING FOLLOWING A 13
MINUTE TEST FLIGHT. THE TWST FLIGHT WAS FLOWN T0 DETERWINE
IF & SEVERE VIBRATION IN THE MAIN ROTOR KEAD HAD BEEN ELIWINATED BY A
PART CHANGE OW THE MAIN ROTOR HEAD » THE AIRCRAFT WAS BEING TURMED
SLIGHTLY TO THE RIGHT ¢ APPROX |5 DESREES) TO A HEADING OF @E@ FROM
WHICH THE AIRCRAFT WAS TO BE LAMDED FROM A TwO (2) FOOT HOVER WNEN THE
SUSPECTED FAILURE OCCURED. FOLLOWING ‘TAIL ROTOR SEPARATION «
THE AIRCRAFT ROTATED RAPIDLY AND UNCONTROLLABLY TO THE RIGHT FOR

PAGE THREE RUMNV 878 UNCLAS
APPROXIMATELY lxtmm:s VITH THE TAIL BOOM STRIKING THE TOP OF
THE REVETMENT. PILOT INSTANTLY CLOSED THE THROTILE
(TR A rine s Vol ik of wieEsota FAiLine
s Tt BERL " vty on e omseron
o DUTY I8 ON THE DIREGTION FROM
WHICH AIRCRAFT WERE APPROACHING FOR LARDING . VIND S
WAS 33¢ DESREES AT 4 KNOTS. CLOUD COVERAGE REPORTED AS
ATURE WAS w: AND t=l
DERSITY AL WAS 2,158 AND

MILES. 2
ww ATTACHING NARDWARE FOR TAIL
e AT e i el
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